The primer for city politicians about FMTA and
OCAP connections

First, here is Sarah Vance, long time OCAP organizer and currently
working on FMTA's tenant hotline. For more about her, go to
http://www.causepimps.ca/sarah-vance/top.html [not a link. Paste
to browser]
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STORY about POVERTY posted on DECEMBER 13, 2009 by MICK SWEETMAN
Poverty activists use fake transfers to ride streetcars

by MICK SWEETMAN +TORONTO NEWS, +POVERTY ELIMINATION, +»DOMINION STORIES
Linchpin.ca

le TORONTO — At a streetcar stop at Queen and
Bay streets Saturday about 50 anti-poverty
activists boarded a westbound streetcar after
showing the driver protest "transfers” made by
the Ontario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP) in
what they called a “pilot program” for fighting
the fare hike.

Driver and passengers seemed in good spirits
as protesters chanted "Hey, Hey, TTC! Public
transit should be free!” Protestors distributed
OCAP “transfers” to passengers and hung a
banner out the window reading “Fair rates not

el A2e- 10RO
fare hikes” as the streetcar headed toward Sarah Vance rides the Queen streetcar In protest

Spadina Avenue. of the high cost of transit compared to other
cities. Photo: Linchpin / Mick Sweetman
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Here is the Toronto Star article that has set off so much nastiness.

Vance and Geordie Dent are clearly affiliated with both FMTA and
OCAP.

Note also the very nasty threats and defamation against named targets.
It is typical FMTA rhetoric. This Svetlana Kremko even used her own
name. She is a volunteer and likely a paid staff person with FMTA.

The URL s;

http://
www.torontosun.com/
comment/columnists/
sueann_levy/

2010/11/18/16209761.html



An article in an anarchist pablication praising OCAP's behavior, by Geordie Dent.

Geordie is a paid staff person with OCAP. He is fairly senior, though it is hard to
determine these people's exact position.
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Criticizing the $75 Billion ballout for chartered Banks in October last year Schofield sad
that money had not flowed similarly 10 social housing and soc assistance, “Our
speciic demands are around Income, We're demanding & rase to assistance rates of
40%, less hours to qualfy for the EI system, a raise in minimum wage . justice for
non status people and justice for First Nations communities.”

First-Nations drinking water guaiity, fare increases by the Toronto Transit Commission
and recent labowr practices by Cadillac-Fairview,

Marching and disrupting trafic in the financial district, protesters also dropped banners
near the Bank of Montreal and Toronto-Dominion offices, one of which prociaimed

“capitaksm Is broken®.

A number of protesters also disrupted one of the oldest conservative private chubs in
Canada, the Albany Oub, where Mike Harrs is slated 1o speak next woek,

“I'm hare Bacause 1I'm angry and sick,” said protester Fatima All, “We have chidren
without food, sick kids wiRhout education, Everything is hard, Weifare is not enough.”

Schofeld said that the decsion to 9o through the fnancial distrct and cause Asruption
was delerate, "For us the pUrpose was to target the pecpie we see are puling the
strings and benefiting from the crisis. When they say tough times ahead they clearly
don't mean for the banks or people in the financial district. With the defict we can
anticipate that [the Ontarnio government] will e Otting services and this was our first
response to that. For us it was a chance to be on the offensive about what we feel is
ahead.”

Despite the disruption, both protesters and observers on Bay Street seemed 10 find the
march reasonable,

*I support work against poverty,” says Colby Leare, 2 visitor from San Francisco, "1
respect the work of OCAR"

*I think 1t's 9ood,” added Karl Shannon, & manager in the financial dstrict. “They can
d0 what they want, get to fight for what they want and it draws attention — that's
900d.”

Schofield said that the march is only the start for OCAP, I think more than before, that
the point of November ffth was that peopie are feeling the economic crisis and feeling
the threat of potential cuts to come and we're used to this language of “tough times
ahead’. That's why we went into the financial district. We hope R is the start of ways
we can respond. If there are going to be Cuts to socal services we're going to be

hearing about them In March at the provinoal budget. This is the launching of our
resistance to that.*




Item on FMTA message board soliciting donations
and support for OCAP activists, running the activities
out of the OCAP office. Our tax dollars at work.

Toronto Tenants Unite!
[ Post 2 Response | Toronto Tenants Untte! )

Together we are strong!
Increase welfare rates!

Discount Self-Load Moving
Cheaper Than Driving Yoursel. Fuel A
Tolls Inchuded n Price.

waw P o ARF

Posted by Ken on 7/22/2010, 11:09 am

11 of Toronto's leading poverty activists were amrested yesterday for asiing for OW and
Q0SSP to be brought wp 10 hvable levels,

We are asiing for & rase of 55% 10 bring it back up to the level &t was at before Mike
Harris made massive cuts. The present levels after inflation under the Dalton McGuinty
government are much worse than even under Harris! Now hearthess Dalton is cancelling
the specal diet program for those who have special medical needs.

Please help support the legal defense of John Clarke, Rachel Huot, Marque Brill,
Anne Abbott who has cerebral palsy and the other 7 champions of the poor by
making a donation to help defend them against these unwarranted arrests, Call
the OCAP office with your pledge at 416-925-6939.

Message Thread:

* Increase welfare rates! - Ken 11:09 am Today
= Bochk to thread



Here are some people on a message board
somewhere. It is not clear where. But they certainly
have the right idea about FMTA and what to do

about them.

@ MikeE re: Tenant fund

| think you are wrong n suggesting the City of Tororio
' ‘ Auditor General should nvestigate this fund for fnancial
N Impropretes. | should be the OPPY

Jan 11 2011 400 PM Agree 1 Dsagree 0 ! Alert a moderator

To: Uncool on the finances of your Tenant

' ‘ Defence Fund
The Tenant Defence Fund was saxd 10 be created 10 ight
rent NCreases aganst poor tenants. Last years fund was
MikeE $335.000 but only $75.000 going 1o those grants and many

lan 11, 2011 228 PM Wore excephons 0 upscale buldings that did not meet the
low income crtena. $260 000 went towards an untendered
contract renewed wihout guestion for a decade to organize
fenants % promote e grants - hat's 77.7% went 1o
overhead 10 promote e grants that were the whole point of
the fund and only made up 23% of the total. $100,000 should
not have been siashed £ should have been the whole
$260 000 mn at soke-sourced contract The city's Auditor
Goneral should be beought In 10 Invesdgate this huge
mbalance and £ Bhere were any impropretios involved n
awarding 10 lawrge consecutive untendered sole-sourced
ocontracts

Agree 4 Dsagree 0 ! Alert a moderalor



